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Week 7 Progress Check 3
For my historical event analysis, I have chosen to focus on The Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson (Hyde, 2013). It aimed at overcoming legal barriers at the state and local levels that prevented African Americans from exercising their right to vote as guaranteed under the 15th Amendment to the U.S Constitution (Coleman, 2015). Hence, The Voting Rights Act became a turning point in American history since it allowed the citizens from diverse ethnic backgrounds to participate in election and the turning point was critical for people who could not vote before, as they gained rights to vote and choose the leaders of their choice. 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was a law that primarily gave African Americans the right to vote without having to take any literacy test (National Archives, n.d.). “The Voting Rights Act is considered one of the most far-reaching pieces of Civil Rights legislation in U.S. History” (Coleman, 2015). The law was significant because it brought an end to the era of Jim Crow by prohibiting discrimination by race, color, religion, sex or national origin (History, 2018).  The Voting Rights Act further prohibited discrimination in voting and alongside the Civil Rights Act, enshrines the principles upon which the United States was founded (National Archives, n.d). These laws serve as a testament to all who sacrificed to work towards only segregation and discrimination (National Archives, n.d).  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 impact the 2010 presidency due to a high turnout rate of African Americans exercising their right to vote. African Americans knew the 2010 presidency was an important election, that would represent unity and history of the first African American president in U.S History. African Americans were over-joyed and appreciative that their ancestors and others risk their lives leading Civil Rights Movement to fight for the rights of African Americans. The consequence of the passing of the VRA was that it outlawed literacy tests and poll taxes as a way to determine whether a person was fit or unfit to vote. 
The act expanded voting rights for non-speaking English Americans. By 1968, there was 60 percent of eligible African Americans were registered to vote in southern states had increase (National Archives, n.d). Between 1965 and 1990, the number of black state legislators and members of Congress rose from 2 to 160 (History, 2015). However, the act authorized the Justice Department to send federal registrars and observers to the south to register black voters and guarantee the fairness of local and state elections. The Voting Rights Act also required states to submit any changes in their voting laws and procedures to the Justice Department or to the federal district court in Washington, D.C. for approval (CRA, 2018).  The Voting Rights Act had an enormous impact by re-enfranchised black southerners, helping elect African American at the local, state, and national levels. The historical complexity of the VRA was complex and difficult. The two most important parts of the VRA were Section 2 and 5. Section 2 prohibits voting practices that discriminate on the basis of race and color (ADL, 2015). It applies across the nation, giving U.S Department of Justice to fight discriminatory voting laws anywhere they arise. Section 5 applied to jurisdictions-including states with a history of discriminatory voting practices. 
The VRA was designed by Congress to eliminate the racial discrimination in voting which affected the electoral process in parts of our country for nearly a century (ADL.2015). The historical evidence that supports my conclusion of the impact of the events of the Voting Rights Act will come from the source of Cobb, James Aug. 6, 2015 Time Magazine which outlined detailed facts of the Justice Department sending examiners to overseer the fairness of voters regardless of race, color, or language at the polls. The source will also show the percentage of eligible black voters increased from 7 percent in 1964 to 67 percent five years later. The source will also state that 72 black officials were elected in 1965. By the mid-1980s there were more African Americans in public office across the south then in the rest of the nation combined (Trueman, 2015). The second source that will back my claim is Congress of Racial Equality Feb. 15, 2018 will provide evidence of the Voting Rights Act expanding the rights for non-speaking Americans and the increase of African Americans voters as well as the increase of African Americans elected in local and state offices.
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